Last January, when the Picture Galleries were reopened to the public, the adjacent galleries around the main stairway, containing renaissance furniture, sculpture, goldsmiths' work, and oriental rugs, were also opened as part of the reinstallation of the Altman collection. Here the visitor will find some of the masterpieces of Persian and Indian rug manufacture of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Among the Persian rugs are three magnificent silk ones, the most luxurious products of the Safavid court looms of Kashan, which was famous for its sumptuous brocades and velvets. Often the knotting of these rugs is so fine that their texture resembles velvet. Some of them have eight hundred knots to the square inch. Such rugs as these were made for the Persian court and were often presented to foreign rulers. 
